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October 2013 
Happy Halloween! 

This is your copy of The Witness 

We wish God’s blessings 

 

    

                           
                                                                   

Fun Facts Fun Facts Fun Facts Fun Facts AAAAbout Halloweenbout Halloweenbout Halloweenbout Halloween    
    
    

1. The first Jack O ‘Lanterns were actually made from turnips. 
2. Halloween is the second highest grossing commercial holiday after Christmas. 
3. Trick – or – treat evolved from the ancient Celtic tradition of putting out treats and food to 

placate spirits who roamed the streets at Samhain, a sacred festival that marked the end of the 
Celtic year. 

4. Samhainophobia is the fear of Halloween. 
5. Ireland is typically believed to be the birthplace of Halloween. 
6. The first known mention of trick –or –treating in printed in North America occurred in 1927 in 

Blackie, Alberta. 
7. The largest pumpkin ever measured was grown by Norm Craven, who broke the world record in 

1993 with an 836 lb. pumpkin. 
 
   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                      



    
Prayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns    

 

              
 

Please keep these members and friends in 
your prayer; Bob Abel; Diana Baxter; Mavis 
Cooter; Grace Fuller; Ken House; Stewart Smith; 
Phyllis Smith; Ray Olin; Helen Webb; our 
missionaries; our nation; and our denominational 
and local church leaders. 
 

 

 

Verse of the Month 

 
     So, God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. 
                                                              Genesis 1:27 

    

    
PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayerssss    for for for for OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    

    
Dear Lord, 

Help us to remember that we were created in 
your image. That we should also act as you would 
have us to.  That we should walk with you beside us 
always. 

  Amen.                                                                    
 

 

                            
Meeting NightMeeting NightMeeting NightMeeting Night 

                                 

Deacons   October   8
th

  6:30 

Christian Ed  October  13
th

  11:00 

Trustees  October  13
th

  11:30 

Council   October   16
th

  7:00 

    
    

Witness ArticlesWitness ArticlesWitness ArticlesWitness Articles    
    

             All articles for the November Witness are 
due in the church office by October 20th. Please 
write an article and submit it!  If you need an idea, 
just ask. 
  

THE WITNESS 
The Monthly Newsletter of the first Baptist Church of Central Square 

Church Office hours: Mondays & Tuesdays from 9:00-12:00 
Phone Number 315-668-2138 

www.fbc-cs.com 
 

“Our mission as a church is to share and respond to God’s love for each person by welcoming all. 
Together, we can return God’s love by becoming witnesses and followers of the teachings of Jesus Christ 

throughout our daily lives.  We allow these things to help us become new people in Christ.” 
 

Lynn Bort, Moderator   Linda Heer, Church Clerk  Victor Vrooman, Organist 
Cindy Cuny, Church Secretary Cindy Cuny, Witness Editor 

 
News and Upcoming Events about our Community of Faith 

Notices Concerning Our Affiliated Denomination – The American Baptist Churches in the USA 
Information to Help Live a More Fulfilled Life 

                                          



Prayer Ideas 
 
 

 
 
 
     God’s love shines on us and produces rainbows 
in our lives. Love is kindness in work clothes.  
There is nothing small in the service of God. 
 
 

Men’s Fall Breakfast 
 
 

 
 
 
     The Men’s Breakfast will be held at the church 
on October 26th at 8:00.  Rev. Tharp is trying to find 
a guest speaker, so there may or may not be a 
speaker.  Please come join in the fun! All men are 
invited.  I will send out post cards soon as a 
reminder! 
 
 

A Big Thank You! 
 

 
 
      I would like to thank Cherie and Merrill House 
for all their hard work.  Both of them took time out 
of their busy schedules and painted the nursery!  It 
looks beautiful!  Please stop in and check it out!  
Tell Cherie and Merrill thank you for the wonderful 
job! Also, thank Bonnie for donating the paint for 
this project! 

Three Brand New                    
Tables Missing 

 

 
 
     If anyone has borrowed any of the white tables 
please return them as soon as possible.  We are not 
mad but we would like them back. Especially since 
they are brand new and we all worked hard to get 
these new tables. Thank you! 

 
Final total from RummageFinal total from RummageFinal total from RummageFinal total from Rummage    

Sale!Sale!Sale!Sale!    
                                                                

 
 

     Thank you Sam & Linda Heer for another 
successful Rummage sale. We also thank everyone 
who helped out at the sale and all the bakers! 
Marcus Rotundo sold a personal item of his own 
and donated a portion of the money to the sale. So 
again, thank you Marcus for your generosity; we 
appreciate it! The final total was $1,547.26. Yeah! 
Again, thank you to all who helped! 
 

Rally Day! 
 
      Sunday the 22nd was kicked off for Rally Day.  
We had a great turn out for adult Sunday school but, 
there is always room for more. Please feel free to 
join us.  The children’s program during Junior 
Church is a continuation of the Kingdom Chronicles 
from August VBS program.  We are blessed to have 
enough volunteers to divide the group into 2 age 
groups.  We all enjoyed a fun picnic lunch with char 
broiled hot dogs + all the fixins. I encourage you to 
make a commitment to study and learn more from 
God’s word. Another option to learn + grow is on 
Tuesday afternoon at 1pm for an Ecumenical Bible 
Study. 



Fall Cleanup SaturdayFall Cleanup SaturdayFall Cleanup SaturdayFall Cleanup Saturday    
NNNNovember 2ovember 2ovember 2ovember 2ndndndnd    2013201320132013    

9 am 9 am 9 am 9 am ––––    12pm12pm12pm12pm 
   

 
                             
      Please mark your calendar and plan to spruce up 
the church.  Clean up is needed not only outside of 
the church but also on the inside.  Bring any 
cleaning tools you have (rakes, gloves, shovels, 
paper towels, window cleaner, dusters, vacuums, 
ect.) and get in on the fun.  The Board of Trustees 
would like to take the time to remind everyone that 
this is a community event and a lot of help is 
needed.  If you cannot make the date we would like 
to provide a sign-up sheet of rooms to be cleaned 
inside the church and have an “adopt a room” type 
of program.  Your room can be cleaned the week 
before or even the week after as long as you make 
the commitment and stick to it.   
 
      We have heard comments from the congregation 
that the church pays to keep it clean, so a clean-up 
day is not necessary.  The cleaning that is done 
weekly is really superficial cleaning and doesn’t 
involve all cracks and crevices of this church.  If 
you look at the budget, one can see that the 
custodian (Bonnie Woolson) is paid $60 a week to 
clean and mop all floors, clean bathrooms, dust, 
gather garbage, and fill paper towels and soaps.  We 
all know that she has gone above and beyond for 
her pay,  so please give our fall clean-up day 
prayerful consideration and sign up to do your part.  
 
       There will be a list of rooms and/or areas to be 
cleaned posted in the fellowship hall.  Please sign 
up and let us know when you plan to take care of 
your area so we can plan for food and refreshments 
on clean-up day.   
 

Respectfully, 
 

The Board of Trustees 

 
 

Please Sit At My Table 

 
    

    
 
 
     There comes a time in your life, when you walk 
away from all the drama and people who create it.  
You surround yourself with people who make you 
laugh.  Forget the bad, and focus on the good.  Love 
the people who treat you right, pray for the ones 
who don’t.  Life is too short to be anything but 
happy.  Falling down is a part of life, getting back 
up is living. Quote: “Today may there be peace 
within, May you trust that you are exactly where 
you are meant to be.  May you not forget the infinite 
possibilities that are born of faith in yourself and 
others.  May you use the gifts that you have 
received and pass on love that has been given to 
you.  May you be content with yourself just the way 
you are.  Let this knowledge settle into your bones, 
and allow our soul the freedom to sing, dance, 
praise and love.  It is there for each and every one 
of us.” 

 

A Personal Note 
 
     A few weeks ago at the Women's Retreat I was 
so blessed to be voted in as the AB Women's new 
president.  I wanted to thank everybody in advance 
for your patience and guidance over the next year 
while I get used to my new role.  I look forward to 
working with everybody! I am planning to meet 
with the Women in mid-October. I intend on 
holding an afternoon and evening meeting to better 
suit everyone’s busy schedules! Please look for the 
dates in the upcoming bulletins on Sundays. I hope 
you all make an effort to attend; I have some ideas 
and would love to hear more! All of you lovely 
ladies are welcome!  

           Looking forward to the future,  
 

           Misty Defalco 
God Bless. 



Columbus Day! 
 

 
 
       Columbus Day is a US holiday that 
commemorates the landing of Christopher 
Columbus in the New World on October 12, 1492.  
This Italian born explorer made four trips across the 
Atlantic in search of a water route from Europe to 
Asia.  Columbus never found it, but he did 
accidentally “Discover” the Americas along the 
way. 
 
       Columbus Day was unofficially celebrated in a 
number of cities and states as early as the 18th 
century but did not become a federal holiday until 
1937 when President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
proclaimed Columbus Day.  This was largely as a 
result of lobbying by the Knights of Columbus, an 
influential Catholic Fraternal Benefits Organization.  
It became fixed to the second Monday of October in 
1971.  In many parts of the United States, 
Columbus Day has evolved into a celebration to 
Italian-American heritage, with many patriotic 
festivities. 
 

(History.com) 
 

Nursery News 
  

 
 
     If anyone doesn’t know, the Nursery has been 
repainted. Thank you to all the angels that helped, 
and also thanks to everyone who donated paint and 
extra stuff needed to pull it altogether.  Anyone 
knowing of anyone who has children up to 5 years 
old and are looking for spiritual guidance, please 
see Margaret Heitmann or the Church Secretary 
Cindy Cuny for information.  Thank you & God 
Bless! 
 

                          Margaret Heitmann 

Halloween! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     Halloween has always been a holiday filled with 
mystery, celebration, magic, and superstition.  It is 
thought to have originated with the ancient Celtics 
(now Ireland) who lived 2000 years ago.  They 
could hold an end of summer festival during which 
people felt especially close to deceased relatives 
and friends. It also marked the beginning of the dark 
cold winter.  The Celtics would light bonfires and 
wear costumes to ward off any roaming ghosts.   
 
      In the 8th century, Pope Gregory III designated 
November 1 as a time to celebrate the New Year, 
and to honor all saints and martyrs.  This was 
designated All Saints’ Day.  The evening before is 
known as all Hallows’ Eve. It was the time of year 
that was often associated with ghosts. 
 
     Celebration of Halloween in America was 
limited in colonial New England because of the 
Protestant belief systems.  It was more common in 
the southern colonies.  A distinctly American 
version of Halloween began to emerge.  The first 
Halloween festivities featured the telling of ghost 
stories and mischief making of all kinds.  By the 
1930’s, Halloween had become a secular, but 
community centered holiday, with child friendly 
gatherings, activities, costumes and trick-or-
treating. 
 
     This holiday is celebrated around the world with 
a variety of somber, spooky, and fun traditions. And 
did you know that ¼ of all the candy sold annually 
in the US is purchased for Halloween! 
 

(History.com 



A Little Humor! 
 
 

 
 
 
     They’re back!  Those wonderful Church 
Bulletins!  Thank God for the church ladies with 
typewriters.  These sentences actually appeared in 
church bulletins or were announced at church 
services: 
 
 
 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
 
 
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other 
items to be recycled, proceeds will be used to 
cripple children. 
 
 
The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the 
Water.  ‘The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.’ 
 
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance 
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around 
the house.  Bring your husbands. 
 
 
Don’t let worry kill you off- let the church help. 
 
Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way 
again,’ giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
 
For those of you who have children and don’t know 
it, we have a nursery downstairs.    
 
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.  
They need all the help they can get. 
 
 
             Continued next month!!!!!!! 
 
 

 

AB WOMEN”S MINISTRY 

Women’s Society 
 
 

 
 
 
     The  Annual Women’s Retreat was held at Genie 
Rotundo’s home with 14 attending.  It was a 
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the society, 
many years of dedication by many women serving 
many mission projects, programs and projects.  
Vesta Lewis and  Delores Olin have both been 
serving from the beginning.  The Retreat was a day 
of devotions program, planning for the New Year, 
delicious food, and fine fellowship.  The new 
calendar is as follows: 
 
Monday, September 30, 6:15 Oswego Assoc.                        
Meeting at Oswego West Baptist 
 
Saturday, November 9

th Women’s Breakfast and 
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer 
 
January and February Say meetings to make 
bandages from used sheets for white cross requests. 
 
March after church Soup on Sunday, for NYS 
women’s Special Project 
 
April nursing home visit, date, time and place to be 
announced. 
 
May Spring Association Meeting  
 
August, picnic at Scriba watch the bulletin and 
witness each month for specifics of each program or 
project. 
 
                     

 
 
 



 
 

 

More on the Women Society 
 

The New Officers for 2013-2014 
 

President    Misty Defalco 
V. President    Maggie Heitmann 
Secretary    Genie Rotundo 
Treasurer    Susan Fenton 
White Cross Requests   Nancy Flower 
Love Gift    Genie Rotundo 
Card Ministry    Grace Fuller 
Historian    Delores Olin 
Association Love Gift   Vesta Lewis 
Association Secretary   Delores Olin 

 
     All women are welcome to attend any or all to the programs.  Please welcome the new president and support 
her and all the officers in any way you can. 
 
     A very special thank you to chairman Linda Heer and everyone who helped to make the rummage and bake 
sale successfully bring in $1547.26 to the women’s treasury.  It takes many to donate, physically work, bake, 
and help in many ways to put the sale together.  Again, to each and every one of you a huge thank you so very 
much. 
 
     It has been a pleasure to serve as president for 29 years, but I am pleased to hand this joy over to Misty 
Defalco with thanks to her for accepting this new responsibility.  I know she will do a good job, and to all the 
officers, thank you. 
 
      Thank you one and all for the support you have given me, especially to those who stepped up for me 
recently.   For all your good works, much appreciation and special thanks to my fellow members, who are also 
dear friends, and all very special to me now and always. 
 

Delores Olin 

 


